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Course Objectives
1) To become mathematical problem solvers
2) To think and analyze critically

3) To build confidence in individual mathematical abilities

4) To value mathematics in everyday life
Course Description
This course reviews the major topics covered in Pre-Algebra and then moves on to cover more advanced Algebra 1 concepts. Emphasis is placed on reinforcing and further developing strong algebraic skills and problem solving. 
Some of the topics that will be covered include:
· Equations

· Inequalities

· Functions

· Linear Functions

· Systems of Equations and Inequalities

· Exponents and Polynomials

· Factoring Polynomials

· Quadratic Functions and Equations

· Exponential Functions

· Data Analysis and Probability

Note: Some content may be omitted or rearranged due to time constraints.
Required Materials
You are required  to have the following items with them in class on a daily basis:

· Pencils with erasers

· 3 ring binder with lined and graph paper

· 3 dividers labelled “notes,” “classwork,” and “homework,” 

· Graphing Calculator – It is HIGHLY recommended that each student purchase and familiarize himself/herself with a graphing calculator (preferably a TI-84 Plus). We 

      will be using them throughout the course and on exams. 
Text
There is currently no book for this course. Students will be provided with all materials and notes can be found online in my teacher webpage in the PowerPoints folder. Check my website for frequent updates.

Classroom Policies/Expectations:
· Come prepared to class on time each day with your textbook, binder, homework, and pencil.  

· Display a proper attitude toward peers and staff in class at all times.  

· Complete all work to the best of your ability.

· Adhere to the rules/regulations of the school as outlined in the Student Handbook.

· Seek extra help whenever it is needed.

· Help all other students in the learning process.

· Inform parents of academic progress.

· Keep textbooks covered at all times.
· No food or drink is allowed in the classroom.
· All unauthorized electronic devices in use will be confiscated as per school policy.
· ABSOLUTELY NO CELL PHONES!

· You must raise your hand if you have any questions. I will not tolerate talking out of turn.  

· Students not seated when the bell rings will be counted as tardy. Each set of 3 tardies in a term will result in a personal detention. Each set of 5 tardies will result in an absence.
· No late work will be accepted for full credit unless special arrangements have been made. 

· If a student is absent, it is the student’s responsibility to ask for make-up assignments from the teacher or a classmate.
· When the dismissal bell rings, students will be dismissed by the teacher ONLY once they are seated and quiet.
· Hall passes can only be given out when the daily lesson has been completed, unless in the case of an emergency. Take care of "business" during passing time.
· If you are tardy or unprepared for class, you must sign the paper near the door. You must have ALL materials in class before the bell rings. For EVERY three times your name is written on that sheet, you have a detention with me. 
· No locker passes will be given during class for any reason. 
Any behavior that disrupts the learning process or jeopardizes the safety of the classroom will result in an immediate detention or removal from the classroom.
Basic Classroom Rules - Making STARS out of all of us!

· School Policy: Oxford school policies will be followed closely 

· Talking: Students speak "one-at-a-time", and never while another has "the floor" 

· Attendance: both physical and mental 

· Respect: for yourself, others (especially the teacher), and the learning materials 

· Stay Seated: Students will remain seated unless given permission to do otherwise 

If everyone works together, education can be enjoyable!!
Grading Policy
Within each of these categories, an assignment will have its own point value. At the end of each term, your “category” grade will be determined by the total number of points you have earned divided by the total possible points.
Tests/Projects               


45%

Quizzes




20%

Homework




20%

Class Participation/Classwork 

15%

Tests/Quizzes/Projects

Students should expect a test or quiz at least once a week. Students may or may not be notified in advance of a quiz date. Pop quizzes, notebook quizzes, and homework quizzes are not rare. Tests will generally cover a complete chapter or half of a chapter in the textbook. If you are absent on the day of a test or quiz, you will be required to take the test/quiz within the timeframe outlined in the Student Handbook. You must take all make-up tests/quizzes with me and not with another teacher. Projects will be given at various times throughout the course. 

Homework

Homework will be given on a daily basis. Homework will be worth a possible 10 points, but if any assignment is not done, you will receive a zero. The amount of problems done, the effort given, and the work shown will account for a numerical grade between 0 and 10. All exercises must show all of the steps taken, exhibit true effort, and have an answer to receive a 10. You have one day to complete a missed homework assignment, but will only receive half credit. If you stay after school with me during the same week the assignment was given, it is possible to obtain full credit for missed assignments. All work needs to be shown for each problem to receive credit. NO WORK, NO CREDIT, NO KIDDING!!! 
Classwork
Classwork consists of any assignment that I collect and grade. These assignments may be completed in class or at home depending on their length and time remaining in class. Classwork will also consist of any activities completed in class and passed in for grading. 

Participation                                                                                                                                     
Students will receive full participation points each day if they are on time, have all their supplies for class, are involved in group activities, ask and answer questions, complete homework problems on the board, and demonstrate on-task behavior. I will be asking questions during class, so make sure you are prepared and that your homework is complete. 
Final Exam

A comprehensive final will be given at the end of the year.
ALL students must take the Final.

(The Final Exam is included in the fourth quarter grade and is equivalent to 2 test grades).

Signature

By signing this form, I acknowledge receipt of this syllabus and understand what is expected for this course.

Student:  __________________________________________________________


Parent:  ___________________________________________________________

Parents’ e-mail address:  ______________________________________________
